
St. Bernard’s Church
Annual Financial Report

July 2016-June 2017
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,  

as good stewards of God’s varied grace. 
~1 Peter 4:10~ 

Dear parishioners of St. Bernard’s Church,

I’m happy to present to you this year’s financial report. The report includes the 
Statement of Financial Position and Statement of Activities for the July 2016-
June 2017 fiscal year. The Statement of Activities includes the July 2017-
June 2018 budget.

This report and previous years’ financial information are always available for 
viewing at www.saintbernardbelfield.com/parish-finance-1.

Sincerely,

Fr. Bill Ruelle

http://www.saintbernardbelfield.com/parish-finance-1


Income and Expense Summary, July 2016 - June 2017
Income:

Adult Envelopes: $151,168.75
Donations/Bequests: $22,194.14
Parish Cluster Reimbursement: $23,037.10
Parish Center Rental Fees: $22,035.00
Mineral Rights: $42,963.18
Other Income: $48,768.14

Total Income: $310,166.31

Expenses:
Operating Expenses: $296,002.83 

   -$ 23,037.10 reimbursed by St. Mary’s/Sts. Peter & Paul      $272,965.73 total operating expenses for St. Bernard’s

                                 

Major expense categories as % of total 
operating expenses 

* adjusted for 
reimbursement from

South Heart 
and New Hradec

Special Collections

African Mission:  $5,370.00
Peter’s Pence:        $155.00
Holy Land:          $1,150.00
Home Mission:       $165.00
Retirement Fund
  for Religious:        $150.00
Propagation 
  of the Faith:            $60.00
Rice Bowl:            $1,320.20
Black & Indian 
  Mission:                $225.00
Louisiana Flood:   $2,369.00
Hurricane Matthew: $799.00
ND Catholic 
   Charities: $3,124.10

God’s Share Appeal      
• Total:         $31,762.40
• Goal:          $50,263.00
• Variance:    $(18,500.60)
• Participation: 60%

Without cost you have received; 
without cost you are to give.  

~Matthew 10:8~



Catholic Stewardship Principles 
God is able to make every grace abundant for you, so that in all things, always having all 
you need, you may have an abundance for every good work.             ~2 Corinthians 9:8~ 

The Holy Catholic Church has the most important mission of any 
organization in the history of the world: to preach the soul-saving Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. She alone has the fullness of the truth and means of 
salvation so that people can avoid hell and gain heaven.

Carrying on this mission, of course, takes earthly resources. Those of us 
who, by God’s gratuitous grace, have received the gift of faith and a new 
life in Jesus Christ, should naturally want to generously provide what we 
can to support this extremely important work.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (paragraph 2043) reminds us of 
the importance of the fifth precept of the Church: “You shall help to 
provide for the needs of the Church.” This means, the Catechism 
explains, “that the faithful are obliged to assist with the material needs of 
the Church, each according to his own ability.”

While the Church does not specify a certain percentage of income that 
must be given, a good guide is the biblical principle of tithing. A tithe is 
10% of a household’s annual income given back to God. As a rule of 
thumb, the tithe can be divided as follows: 

5% to your parish
1% to the Diocese (God’s Share Appeal)

4% to another charity 

The following table shows what each household would be giving each 
week to each of these categories, based on various annual income levels.

              

% of Household Income 10% total 5% to St. Bernard’s 4% to charity 1% to Diocese

Annual Household 
Income

Amount of Weekly Gift

$30,000 $58 $29 $23 $6

$50,000 $96 $48 $38 $10

$70,000 $135 $67 $54 $14

$100,000 $192 $96 $76 $19



Outdoor Seating for the Parish Center

Our new outdoor seating area at the Parish Center in honor of Tony and Maggie 
Krance is a sign of welcome to everyone who comes to our parish. Thank you to 
Tony and Maggie’s children for funding and helping design this beautiful addition 
to the parish grounds!

Rectory Chapel

A priest is called to be above all a man of prayer. For this reason, the heart of any 
rectory should be the chapel, where a pastor can go to be alone with Jesus the 
Good Shepherd. Thank you to Rudy & Rene Syminow and Whiting Petroleum for 
funding this welcome addition to St. Bernard’s Rectory, and to Andy Prociw & 
Steve Gregory for putting it all together!


